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           I chose you and appointed you, says the Lord, that you should go and bear fruit, fruit that will last.  
John 15.16 

 
 

Opening Hymn   O Laughing Light, O First-Born of Creation 
 
O laughing light, O First-born of creation, 
Radiance of glory, light from light begotten, 
God self-revealing, holy, bright and blessed: 
You shine upon us. 
 
Day’s light is fragile; your light is eternal. 
We look to you, our light within the shadow. 
We sing to you, Creator, Christ, and Spirit; 
You shine before us. 
 
Light of the world, O Jesus, you are worthy! 
Giver of life and Child of God, we praise you! 
Hear as the universe proclaims your glory! 
You shine among us. 
 
Priest. O Lord, open thou our lips. 
Answer. And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 
Priest. O God, make speed to save us. 
Answer. O Lord, make haste to help us. 
Here, all standing up, the Priest shall say, 
 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
Answer. As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
Priest. Praise ye the Lord. 
Answer. The Lord's Name be praised. 



Psalm 85:7-13 

 
 
O Lord, show thy / mercy . up/on us, 
   And / grant us / thy sal/vation. 
 
I will hearken what the Lord / God will / say 
   For he shall speak peace unto his people and to his saints, 
   And unto them that / turn their / heart to / him. 
 
Surely his salvation is nigh / them that / fear him. 
   That / glory . may / dwell in . our / land. 
 
Mercy and truth are / met to-/gether 
   Righteousness and / peace have / kissed each / other. 
 
Truth springeth / out of . the / earth 
   And righteousness hath / look-ed / down from / heav’n. 
 
 Yea the Lord shall / give . what is / good 
   And our / land shall / yield her / increase. 
 
Righteousness shall / go be-/fore him 
   And shall direct his / go-ing / in the / way. 
 
  Glory be to the Father, and / to the / Son, 
   And / to the / Ho-ly / Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now and / ev-er / shall be, 

   World without / end. A-/--/men. 
 
 
First Lesson   Acts 13:14b-26 
 
On the sabbath day Paul and his companions went into the synagogue and sat down. After the reading 
of the law and the prophets, the officials of the synagogue sent them a message, saying, ‘Brothers, if you 
have any word of exhortation for the people, give it.’ So Paul stood up and with a gesture began to 
speak: ‘You Israelites, and others who fear God, listen. The God of this people Israel chose our ancestors 
and made the people great during their stay in the land of Egypt, and with uplifted arm he led them out 
of it. For about forty years he put up with them in the wilderness. After he had destroyed seven nations 
in the land of Canaan, he gave them their land as an inheritance for about four hundred and fifty years. 
After that he gave them judges until the time of the prophet Samuel. Then they asked for a king; and 



God gave them Saul son of Kish, a man of the tribe of Benjamin, who reigned for forty years. When he 
had removed him, he made David their king. In his testimony about him he said, “I have found David, 
son of Jesse, to be a man after my heart, who will carry out all my wishes.” Of this man’s posterity God 
has brought to Israel a Saviour, Jesus, as he promised; before his coming John had already proclaimed a 
baptism of repentance to all the people of Israel. And as John was finishing his work, he said, “What do 
you suppose that I am? I am not he. No, but one is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong 
of the sandals on his feet.” ‘My brothers, you descendants of Abraham’s family, and others who fear 
God, to us the message of this salvation has been sent. 
 
 
Magnificat 
 

My soul doth magnify the Lord : and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 
For he hath regarded : the lowliness of his hand-maiden. 
For behold, from henceforth : all generations shall call me blessed. 
For he that is mighty hath magnified me : and holy is his Name. 
And his mercy is on them that fear him : throughout all generations. 
He hath shewed strength with his arm : he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 
He hath put down the mighty from their seat : and hath exalted the humble and meek. 
He hath filled the hungry with good things : and the rich he hath sent empty away. 
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel : 
as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed, for ever. 
 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be : 
world without end. Amen. 

Second Lesson   Luke 1:5-23 

The Birth of John the Baptist Foretold 

In the days of King Herod of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, who belonged to the priestly 
order of Abijah. His wife was a descendant of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. Both of them were 
righteous before God, living blamelessly according to all the commandments and regulations of the 
Lord. But they had no children, because Elizabeth was barren, and both were getting on in years. 

Once when he was serving as priest before God and his section was on duty, he was chosen by lot, 
according to the custom of the priesthood, to enter the sanctuary of the Lord and offer incense. Now at 
the time of the incense-offering, the whole assembly of the people was praying outside.Then there 
appeared to him an angel of the Lord, standing at the right side of the altar of incense. When Zechariah 



saw him, he was terrified; and fear overwhelmed him. But the angel said to him, ‘Do not be afraid, 
Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you will name 
him John. You will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, for he will be great in the 
sight of the Lord. He must never drink wine or strong drink; even before his birth he will be filled with 
the Holy Spirit. He will turn many of the people of Israel to the Lord their God. With the spirit and power 
of Elijah he will go before him, to turn the hearts of parents to their children, and the disobedient to the 
wisdom of the righteous, to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.’ Zechariah said to the angel, 
‘How will I know that this is so? For I am an old man, and my wife is getting on in years.’ The angel 
replied, ‘I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I have been sent to speak to you and to bring 
you this good news. But now, because you did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their time, 
you will become mute, unable to speak, until the day these things occur.’ 

Meanwhile, the people were waiting for Zechariah, and wondered at his delay in the sanctuary. When 
he did come out, he could not speak to them, and they realized that he had seen a vision in the 
sanctuary. He kept motioning to them and remained unable to speak. When his time of service was 
ended, he went to his home. 

 
Nunc Dimittis 

 
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace : according to thy word. 
For mine eyes have seen: thy salvation; 
Which thou hast prepared:  before the face of all people; 
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles :  and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son :  and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be :  world without end. Amen. 
 
The Apostles' Creed 
 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: And in Jesus Christ his only Son our 
Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
Was crucified, dead, and buried: He descended into hell; The third day he rose again from the dead; 
He ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence he 
shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; The holy Catholic Church; The 
Communion of Saints; The Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of the body, And the Life everlasting. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 



Minister. The Lord be with you. 
Answer. And with thy spirit. 
Minister. Let us pray. 
 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Answer. Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 
Our Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, in earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive them that 
trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. Amen. 
 
Priest. O Lord, show thy mercy upon us. 
Answer. And grant us thy salvation. 
 
Priest. O Lord, save the Queen. 
Answer. And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
 
Priest. Endue thy Ministers with righteousness. 
Answer. And make thy chosen people joyful. 
 
Priest. O Lord, save thy people. 
Answer. And bless thine inheritance. 
 
Priest. Give peace in our time, O Lord. 
Answer. And evermore mightily defend us. 
 
Priest. O God, make clean our hearts within us. 
Answer. And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 
 
Then shall follow three Collects:  
 
Almighty God, you called John the Baptist to give witness to the coming of your Son and to prepare his 
way. Give your people the wisdom to see your purpose, and the openness to hear your will, that we too 
may witness to Christ’s coming and so prepare his way; through your Son Jesus Christ our  Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
The Second Collect at Evening Prayer 
 
O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do proceed: Give unto thy 
servants that peace which the world cannot give; that both our hearts may be set to obey thy 
commandments, and also that by thee we being defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our 
time in rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen. 
 
The Third Collect for Aid against all Perils 
 
Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend us from all perils and 
dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen. 



Reflection on John the Baptist 
 
Hymn:  402 – Confitemini Domino 
  
Confitemini Domino quoniam bonus. 
Confitemini Domino, alleluia! 
Come and fill our hearts with your peace. You alone, O Lord, are holy. 
Come and fill our hearts with your peace, alleluia. 
 
O GOD the Holy Ghost, Sanctifier of the faithful: Sanctify these parishes by thine abiding presence. Bless 
those who minister in holy things. Enlighten the minds of thy people more and more with the light of the 
everlasting Gospel. Bring erring souls to the knowledge of God our Saviour; and those who are walking 
in the way of life, keep steadfast unto the end. O blessed Spirit, whom with the Father and the Son 
together we worship and glorify, one God, world without end.  Amen. 
 
ALMIGHTY God, from whom all thoughts of truth and peace proceed: Kindle, we pray thee, in the hearts 
of all the true love of peace, and guide with thy pure and peaceable wisdom those who take counsel for 
the nations of the earth; that in tranquillity thy kingdom may go forward, till the earth is filled with the 
knowledge of thy love; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
ALMIGHTY God, who art afflicted in the afflictions of thy people: Regard with thy tender compassion 
those in anxiety and distress; bear their sorrows and their cares; supply all their manifold needs; and 
help both them and us to put our whole trust and confidence in thee; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  Amen. 
 
PROTECT and prosper, O Lord, all those who labour at tasks of danger and difficulty [especially . . . ], that 
they may be preserved in safety and health; and grant that, knowing the dangers which beset them, 
they may ever take thought one for another, and be sustained by a sure trust in thee; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
O LOVING Father, we commend to thy gracious keeping all who are near and dear to us. Have mercy 
upon any who are sick, and comfort those who are in pain, anxiety or sorrow. Awaken all who are 
careless about eternal things. Bless those who are young and in health, that they may give the days of 
their strength unto thee. Comfort the aged and infirm, that thy peace may rest upon them. Hallow the 
ties of kindred, that we may help, and not hinder, one another in all such good works as thou hast 
prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
O LORD Jesu Christ, who didst take little children into thine arms, and bless them: Bless, we beseech 
thee, the children of our families; grant that they may grow up in thy fear and love; give unto them day 
by day thy strength and guidance, that so they may continue in thy love and service unto their lives’ end. 
Grant this, O blessed Saviour, for thine own Name’s sake.  Amen. 
 
O LORD, support us all the day long of this troublous life, until the shadows lengthen and the evening 
comes, the busy world is hushed, the fever of life is over, and our work is done. Then, Lord, in thy mercy, 
grant us safe lodging, a holy rest, and peace at the last; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
 
 



A Prayer of Saint Chrysostom 
 
Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common supplications 
unto thee; and dost promise that when two or three are gathered together in thy Name thou wilt grant 
their requests: Fulfil now, O Lord, the desires and petitions of thy servants, as may be most expedient 
for them; granting us in this world knowledge of thy truth, and in the world to come life everlasting. 
Amen. 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, be with us 
all evermore. Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn:  29  The Day Thou Gavest 
 
The day thou gavest, Lord, is ended; the darkness falls at thy behest. 
To thee our morning hymns ascended; thy praise shall sanctify our rest. 
 
The sun that bids us rest is waking thy faithful ‘neath the western sky, 
And hour by hour fresh lips are making thy wondrous doings heard on high. 
 
So be it, Lord! Thy throne shall never, like earth’s proud empires, pass away; 
Thy kingdom stands and grows forever, till all thy creatures own thy sway. 
 
 
 
 


